TOWN OF BRULE

BRULE, WISCONSIN

54820

www.brule-wi.org
REGULAR BOARD MEETING   

Tuesday, April 8, 2008  

Chairman Dennis Smet opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  The Clerk, Treasurer Roger Luthens, Supervisors Kevin Mackie and Myron Olson were present. Guests were Joe Slaby, Todd Zinmer & John Dillard.  The agenda and minutes were approved as submitted.  Treasurer’s report was submitted:  $11,237.55 in checking, $55,910.82 in money market, $21,151.28 in equipment fund, $26,614.00 in personal property tax account, and $6,970.45 in real estate tax account. Roger noted the lottery credit was received, all settlement checks will be paid at this meeting, and all except two delinquent property tax bills have been paid.  Dennis will contact the assessor on one delinquent tax bill to clarify questions, and then try to contact the owner.  Roger was advised to call Midland Services about the other bill since they now own the property.  Bills were presented and paid.

Joe reported the maintenance crew has been opening ditches and culvert ends.  They are working on two road problems on Clevedon and Leppanen Roads, and new tires were purchased for the truck. Because of the predicted blizzard they haven’t removed all snow equipment.

A Fire Dept. report will be given at the Annual Meeting since Keith is absent.

Todd Zinmer requested the Board okay his rezoning a portion of his property from commercial to agricultural because a cell phone company has contacted him about the possible placement of a cell tower there.  Myron moved that the board has no objection to the rezoning from commercial to agricultural, seconded by Kevin, motion carried unanimously.

Kevin noted he would soon meet with Al Pettingill to look at the Town Hall and develop plans for a possible addition.

Dennis reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee would meet on Wednesday, April 30th at 4 p.m. with Michael Kinnick, Community Development Planner, NW Regional Planning Commission, to discuss drafts from Douglas County’s plan.

A discussion was held on using calcium chloride in front of residences as dust control.  It was decided to again order 3,000 gallons from Handy Andy Express since the cost hasn’t increased much.  Dennis will speak with Kay Johnson to see if the Tri County Corridor wants it spread by the park again.

Because of the need for more than one substitute solid waste/recycling attendant when Rick is ill, a discussion was held on who may be interested.  While Dennis was at the center the weekend Rick was ill, he noticed the dumpster cylinder and rod to lock it open were missing and the door had to be propped open with a stick.  Dennis felt this should again be addressed with Waste Management because of the safety issue.  He drafted a letter to be sent to the company about the problem with a copy to County Recycling Manager, Mary Klun, and County Supervisor, Kay Johnson.

A letter to Douglas County Commissioner, Paul Halverson, was drafted by Dennis regarding the condition of County highways H & FF; requesting these roads be placed on the list for improvements and work in the near future.  Copies of the letter will be sent to County Supervisor, Kay Johnson and the Highway Committee.

A discussion was held on the two TRIP road projects scheduled for this year.  Perhaps only the blacktopping work should be done, with the Carlson Road drainage project held off until 2009.  Road inspection will be done on May 7th & 8th, with a decision made after the inspection.

A letter from the insurance company regarding the purchase of a terrorism risk policy rider was looked over.  Myron moved to purchase the rider, Kevin seconded, motion carried.

A Daily Telegram newspaper article about Brule’s ball fields was handed around.

A letter from Douglas County Hwy Dept. requesting authorization to do the bi-annual bridge inspection was looked over.  Myron moved to have the inspection done, Kevin seconded, motion passed.  A discussion on the county bridge & culvert aid was tabled until the May meeting.

Troy Lupa submitted an assessment and pictures of the ball fields, improvement needs, recommendations, costs, and fee information for adult and youth teams.  He is willing to schedule the teams, and Keith Olson is helping him apply for grants and look for sponsors and advertisers.   Teams and volunteers will help with cleanup and painting.  The teams will contribute fees in order to use the fields.  Port-a-potties will be rented for the summer, teams can sell concessions in the stand and have tournaments to raise funds.    

Correspondence included: letter from Enbridge noting clearing of brush in the pipeline right-of-way, Assessor’s annual report, County Zoning permit for Gary Tuura for addition to dwelling, unemployment notices for Rick Larsen, WI Towns Assoc. newsletter, DNR letter regarding new burning permit regulations, informational meeting notice about tax charge-backs, and policy change information from Div. Of Transportation System for local governments using federal funds for highways. 

The meeting was temporarily adjourned at 7:58 p.m. to go into the Annual Meeting.

The meeting was reconvened at 9:55 p.m.  

Troy Lupa explained further about fees and scheduling of the ball fields, a need for another storage shed that will be more secure, and new bases.  A letter will be given to him stating that this is the new direction that the town board is taking, and he is their representative.  He will post schedules weekly at the fields with contact information so scheduling can take place.  Fees were discussed to give the youth incentive to keep the fields clean, cut down on graffiti, and ATVs ruining the outfields.  Fees also will be used to purchase equipment, and update & maintain the fields.  Dennis moved to have annual fees for both youth and adult teams, seconded by Kevin, motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Caven, Clerk

