TOWN OF BRULE

BRULE, WISCONSIN

54820

www.brule-wi.org
REGULAR BOARD MEETING   

Tuesday, June 10, 2008                           

Chairman Dennis Smet opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  The Clerk, Treasurer Roger Luthens, and Supervisors Kevin Mackie & Myron Olson were present.  Guests were Keith Kesler, Doug Copp, Scott Sinnott of Sinnott Blacktop Inc, John Humburg of Northwoods Paving Co., Mike Gronquist and Chloe Manz.  The agenda and minutes of the previous regular meeting and the special meeting were approved as submitted.  Treasurer’s report was submitted:  $5,462.11 in checking, $44,957.85 in money market, $21,178.10 in equipment fund, $26,693.07 in personal property tax account, and $6,974.11 in real estate tax account. Two delinquent personal property tax bills are still unpaid.  There has been no response from the attorney’s collection letter or from the Chairman’s phone call.  A question about the other delinquent bill should be clarified before proceeding further.  Bills were presented and paid.

Keith reported on Fire Dept. calls and emergencies.  He will be picking up the new ATV, and the department is eligible for six radios on the Homeland Security grant.

Doug reported the maintenance crew has been ditching, clearing trees off roads from a wind storm, hauling gravel and repairing Samples Road while loggers are in the area. There have been some beaver problems, a request for ditching at Waino Cemetery, and flooding on Clevedon Road south of CC Square.  This needs a culvert and ditching.  No estimate yet on costs to repair rust on the loader and dump truck.   

Three bids were opened for the TRIP Road Fund blacktopping project on Brule Valley Rd and 3rd Ave.  Bids were:  Northwoods Paving – 290 ton at $76.32 per ton for Brule Valley & 127 ton at $74.38 per ton for 3rd Ave; Sinnott Blacktop – 180 ton at $88.83 per ton for Brule Valley Rd & 141 ton at $96.25 per ton for 3rd Ave; Perfection Paving – 247 ton at $78.38 per ton for Brule Valley & 134 ton at $81.80 per ton for 3rd Ave.   Because Brule Valley Rd needs grading and compacting before the blacktop can be laid, cost per ton is more.  Myron moved to accept the bid from Northwoods Paving, Kevin seconded, motion carried.

There were no committee reports from Town Hall Remodeling and Comprehensive Planning.  The Comprehensive Planning committee will hold its next meeting on July 9th at 4 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Mike Gronquist submitted his County Zoning application to rezone his property on Hwy 2 from commercial to residential and for a conditional use permit.  He is planning to build a home there and also have a home-based bike business/physical therapy center.  He would like to generate more tourism interest to the town.  Myron moved to have no objection to the rezoning and the conditional use application, Kevin seconded, motion passed.  

Hope Larson attended the meeting to thank the town board for removing the dead trees and stumps from the Lions Club Park.  More trees will be planted, and volunteers have been busy planting the memorial garden.  She requested mulch to place around the new trees and protection tubes for their trunks.  A solar-powered water fountain will be installed when received.  Some volunteers are purchasing items in memory of loved ones.  The board authorized the group to spend $100 for any garden costs, and the maintenance crew will bring mulch to the area for them.

Chloe Manz stated County Zoning turned her application down for a commercial storage/retail sales building because it is for a new use and in a different location on her lot.  She feels with the setbacks, she would have no room for her building.  The board advised her to either move the site to meet the setbacks, or apply for a second variance as stated in the letter she received from County Zoning.

The county bridge & culvert aid for Clevedon Road north of FF was discussed. Dennis will fill out the DNR permit application.  A culvert can be ordered as soon as bids are published.  The application for 2009 county bridge & culvert aid will be filled out when specifications are received. 

The letter requested by Dean Baillie regarding the Baillie 5 property road options was looked over, additions will be made, and the letter sent during the week.

Tire & Appliance Recycling/Clean-up Day will be held on Saturday, June 21st from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the solid waste-recycling center.  Dennis will order three dumpsters from Waste Management.

Set-up and maintenance fees for businesses that may want to place advertisement on the town’s website were discussed. An annual set up fee of $100 and a maintenance fee of $75 will be charged.  It was noted fees would not be charged for minor changes after the initial design.  A written policy and contract will be needed if anyone is interested in this type of advertisement.

Liquor license, cigarette and bartender license applications for Kro Bar, Round Up North, Hungry Trout Inn and River House Restaurant were looked over.  The Clerk reported Brule Cenex has not submitted a liquor license application, only cigarette and bartender license applications even though applications were given to them twice and many phone calls made.  Myron moved to approve all applications as submitted and to approve Brule Cenex’s application contingent on background checks being cleared and a liquor license application received before the end of the month, Kevin seconded, motion carried.  

It was noted a request from R & D Construction was made to place a mobile home on property on Evans Road.  There is one mobile home on the property already; so another one may not be approved at the county level.  The company was told to contact County Zoning.  

Dust control has not been placed on the roads because of the wet conditions, but Mike Germano placed two loads of crushed blacktop in one area on Clevedon Road.

Keith Kesler stated he would like to go on record that a dead end on Brule Valley Rd with the multiple residential building for senior citizens makes it difficult for fire and emergency vehicles.  He requested the road be finished through to Old Hwy 2 Road.  This will be looked at further and resident’s input requested.  Myron moved to make a decision for extra work on the road by Northwoods Paving contingent on the information found, Kevin seconded, motion carried.

Troy Lupa came in to submit bills for the portable toilets, pitcher plate and base anchors.  He noted one volunteer is willing to put in the electrical line, and the Lions Club is willing to pay the monthly fee and initial service charge.  Someone tore up the outfield and left ruts that needed to be raked.  Volunteers are willing to put up the dugouts, and Keith Olson has received funding commitments for this project.  Dennis will check about a building permit for the dugouts and insurance for volunteers.  

Correspondence included: County Zoning permit for John Tuura for addition to dwelling, Olson Bros Inc for quarry renewal, Dean & Pauline Wellman for deck and Fred & Joann Gross for garage; notice of Partisan Primary on September 9th and General Election on November 4th, WI Towns Assoc. newsletter, County Clerk election workers training schedule, DNR notice of intent to reissue a pollutant discharge elimination system permit to the Sanitary District, County water test results for town hall showing the water is safe, Dept. of Revenue letter regarding reports submitted by the assessor, School Dist of Maple notice of Board officers, NW Regional Planning Commission letter about the County Comprehensive Plan revised timeline, Dept. of Transportation Local Roads Council biennial report, letter from Bureau of Consumer Protection regarding door-to-door and transient sales fraudulent activities and who to contact, information from County Property Lister regarding annual assessment roll valuation changes, information from County Zoning about flood plain with a copy of the flood insurance rate map, and request from United Way 2-1-1 for information about community resources.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Caven, Clerk

