TOWN OF BRULE

BRULE, WISCONSIN

54820

www.brule-wi.org
REGULAR BOARD MEETING   

Tuesday, July 8, 2008      (Unapproved)                     

Chairman Dennis Smet opened the meeting at 6:32 p.m.  The Clerk, Treasurer Roger Luthens, and Supervisors Kevin Mackie & Myron Olson were present.  Guests were Keith Kesler, Mary Tripp, Mike Gronquist and Kay Johnson, County Supervisor.  The agenda and minutes of the previous regular meeting with a date correction noted and the special meeting were approved as submitted.  Treasurer’s report was submitted:  $3,966.76 in checking, $34,071.27 in money market, $21,191.15 in equipment fund, $26,709.52 in personal property tax account, and $6,975.77 in real estate tax account. One delinquent personal property tax bill has been paid.  One delinquent personal property tax bill remains, and Roger will contact the title company involved since it was not paid at closing.  Bills were presented and paid, with one possibly reimbursed by the Sanitary District.

Keith reported on Fire Dept. calls and emergencies.  There have been no equipment problems, but asked for help with a gopher problem on the hillside behind the Fire Hall.  Perhaps traps or poison pellets can be used.  He submitted paperwork for signature by Dennis for a radio grant.  Keith also reported now is the time to decide if the town board would like to switch radio frequencies so they can be used over the whole town. A new tower on Stoney Hill is up, and a company will put up all needed equipment. No grants are available for this, and costs for a repeater and antenna would be $6-8,000.  The Board decided not to do this because of the cost. 

No maintenance men were available for a road report.  Dennis noted dust control has been spread on roads as needed.  There has been one complaint of a portion missed, so Doug will be asked if anything else can be done because all calcium chloride is used.  Myron will contact Northwoods Paving to meet with John Humburg at Brule Valley Road for a discussion of when it can be blacktopped.  Drainage may still be a problem, and ditching at the end needs to be done.  The crew is cutting roadsides, graveling and grading.  A discussion was held on culvert work at Casey Creek on Clevedon Road.  A DNR permit is still needed, and the bid notice will be placed in the newspaper as soon as culvert type and size is determined by the DNR.      

There were no committee reports from Town Hall Remodeling and Comprehensive Planning committees.  The Comprehensive Planning committee will hold its next meeting on July 9th at 4 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Mary Tripp, candidate for state assembly seat, spoke about her background, abilities, and experiences for candidacy.  She noted she will have a “Meet & Greet” at the Brule Town Hall on Wednesday, July 23rd from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. with pizza available from Round-Up North.  She invited anyone who would like to meet her, discuss issues or ask questions to come.

Kay reported as County Supervisor of a highway convention she attended in the Dells where county board members toured the flood damaged area.  The major concern at the convention was high fuel costs.  She spoke of problems the county has to get roadwork done as planned, and the uncertainty of future plans.  Costs for everything have risen, including the washroom facilities at the highway garages.  She noted Brule’s application for culvert aid in 2009 was passed at the committee level.  She submitted information on their 5 year plan, material cost comparisons from 1999-2008 to show the huge difference in cost of blacktopping, road salt and fuel costs; county zoning information about the rural housing authority funds that are available for loans at low interest rates for failing sewage systems or contaminated wells; a notice of the prohibition of signature solicitation for nomination papers or contributions in public buildings or with government resources; and a catalog of traffic control products.

Mike Gronquist spoke again of his plans to put up a modular home/office and his plans to work in conjunction with the high school DECA group to have a possible bicycle sales business and a physical therapy center because of the closeness to the Tri-County Corridor.

Tire & Appliance Recycling/Clean-up Day was very successful with $249 collected.  This money will be sent to the County.  Dennis thanked the county for again having the recycling grant available.   He asked Kay about the pending television change to digital that may bring in a large amount of TVs, and stated the town could collect them next year if this could be set up with the county.  Kay stated the committee will have a meeting soon, and she will bring that up.  

A discussion was held on the County Zoning conditional-use permit application from Winneboujou Club for a year-round dwelling to replace a demolished building.  Myron moved to have no objection to the application provided county specifications are met, Kevin seconded, motion carried. 

Estimates for rust removal for highway vehicles were looked over.  This was tabled until later because of the expense.  Also discussed was the need for a new garage furnace and possible air exchange to help eliminate moisture that contributes to the rust problem. 

Troy Lupa did not come to give a ball field report.  The Clerk will contact him to request a report in August.  Dennis noted he spoke with the insurance company about volunteers working at the ball fields, and if there is a town liability.  The volunteers are covered while working, but not for medical emergencies. 

Correspondence included: County Zoning permit for Gerald Anderson for accessory building, information from County Tobacco Free Coalition about adopting a policy prohibiting smoking in municipal buildings, vehicles and on municipal grounds, fire inspection reports on town hall and garage, information on state contracts available to local governments from State Bureau of Procurement; forest tax law, forest crop and managed forest law payment notice; information about the County Comprehensive Planning Local Match, health insurance premium adjustment, Inspector Rob Agency building inspection report, Fire Dept. annual update for fire dues payment, notice of County Unit Towns Assoc meeting in Poplar, and County Forestry Dept. timber bid results with a notice of their used equipment sale.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Caven, Clerk

