TOWN OF BRULE

BRULE, WISCONSIN 54820

www.brule-wi.gov
ANNUAL MEETING

April 8, 2008

Dennis Smet, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m.  The full board was present with fourteen townspeople in attendance.  

The financial report from the auditor and financial reports from the Clerk and Lynette Kesler for the Fire Dept. were looked over.  It was noted the auditor’s report was received today, and that is why the other reports were done.  Myron stated the state auditor for the Fire Dept. complimented them on their books.  Dennis noted the town has one debt for the pumper truck.  Lynette Kesler moved to accept the financial report, seconded by Janet Follis, motion carried.  

The Clerk read the minutes of the 2007 Annual Meeting.  Laila Magnuson moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Kay Johnson, motion carried.

Lynette Kesler submitted the Fire Dept. report because Keith Kesler was absent.  They had 46 runs, no injuries to members or citizens, and approximately 873 hours donated by members.  Information was given on training and volunteer time.  They will again have their Be Somebody recruiting campaign on May 16th from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. and a picnic open to the community at 6:30 p.m.  They received a Homeland Security grant of $22,774 to pay for a Polaris 6x6, off road EMS rescue cart, AED and trailer; a Children’s Miracle Network grant of $3,000 grant , a County First Responder grant of $1,000, a DNR matching grant of $5,535 for fire fighting equipment for the 6x6 & related gear, two Homeland Security Communications grants of $31,762 and two Regional Trauma Advisory Committee Communications grants of $20,092 for mobile radios, portable radios & accessories, and a HAZMAT support grant of $2,204 for SCBA cylinder, meter batteries & calibration gas.  They have one new member, and plan on joint training with mutual aid partners, some fire hall repairs, apply for additional grants, and upgrade and renew First Responder licenses.  

Laila Magnuson reported the Brule History Research Committee did not accomplish all they planned to do, and continue to work on their book. The centennial celebration was a big success, with Senator Jauch presenting a plaque to the town.

Kay Johnson, County Supervisor, submitted information on a recycling day for computers and TV’s at $2.50 each.  She thanked everyone for supporting her again.  The County recycling grant of $2,500 is again available to the town, the ATC money of $104,776 may possibly be used for the pension liability fund, some committees have been dropped and some made smaller, there has been no word yet about federal funding of County F, ten miles of County A will be paved and possibly some work on County M, the Tri-county Corridor Commission will help pay for dust control, a library in Lake Nebagamon will open soon, and Senior meals in Brule are serving up to 50 people.

Mary Smet, Clerk/Treasurer, of the Brule Sanitary District reported the board members and operator remain the same.  They are paying a WI Environmental Improvement loan of $103,997; a payment will be made next week, leaving a balance of $76,518.  The cash on hand is $113,744.  The question by the EPA about how much money should be kept in the contingency fund for emergencies is not resolved yet.

Troy Lupa reported on the ball fields, how they were used, repairs done by a women’s team to the concession stand, and repairs and improvements that will be needed this year.   Teams will help with cleanup and painting.  They are hoping in the future to have electricity and water installed, build a scoreboard, and get sponsors, donations and advertisers.  He will do the scheduling of the field.   He and Keith Olson will work on grants, benefits, sponsors and donations.

Dennis reported County Bridge/Culvert Aid helped pay for a collapsed culvert on Oja Rd.  The County Recycling grant was used for furniture collection.   This year the TRIP matching funds grant will be used to blacktop Brule Valley Ave and one block of 3rd Street between Lake & Maple streets.  The Carlson Rd hill may also be cut down with drainage work done.  Culvert replacement is needed on Clevedon Road at Casey Creek. 

A revaluation will be done this year, the assessor will be in Brule in May and June, and the Open Book and Board of Review will be done in late summer or early fall when the assessor is finished. 

The Town Hall Remodel Committee has been meeting to discuss plans and ideas to remove the board room and bathrooms, rebuild them, and change the location of the bathrooms.  Nothing will be done until a public meeting is held to discuss it and get approval of the issue.  

Since the state has mandated every town to do a comprehensive plan, Brule and other towns have gone with the county comprehensive plan.  The county applied for a grant, and Brule’s Comprehensive Planning Committee has been working on goals and objectives for the town’s future.  NW Regional Planning Commission works with the committee, and a meeting will be held on April 30th.  All committee meetings are public, and input is welcome.

On April 26th the Sportsman’s Club will do cleanup on Hwy H. 

Jan Follis & Hope Larson spoke about a memorial flower garden in the Lions Club Park if the town board would approve.  A meeting of those interested will be held at the Town Hall on Saturday, April 19th at 10 a.m. to plan.  Volunteers will be needed to plant and donate shrubs, flowers and labor.  Jan has volunteered her home as the drop off place for donations.  The plan this year is a flower garden with the Finnish flag done in blue and white flowers on the corner of H & Main St. The need for water was also discussed.  Roger Luthens reported the Lions Club is planning their 50th Anniversary this summer, so could combine efforts.  Other needs are more playground equipment and picnic tables.

Laila Magnuson moved to use the Daily Telegram as the town’s legal newspaper, seconded by Jan Follis, motion carried.

Laila Magnuson moved to designate the Security State Bank as the town’s legal bank, seconded by Lynette Kesler, motion passed.

Lance Caven did a presentation of a revised town website he has created to show how it will look.  It will be more interactive, linked to a number of sites such as businesses, other municipalities and governmental entities; have space for town board minutes and other information for townspeople and tourists.  Contact the clerk if anyone has pictures or ideas to add.  These can be added at any time.  

Flo Berube asked about Afterhours Rd repair.  The Board will do road inspection on May 7 & 8. 

The next Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 8 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Marcia Caven, Clerk 

